
Church Statements on Amusements 
 
Acts of Synod 1928 (as quoted in Acts of Synod 1951, pp. 127-129) 
 
I. Synod reminds our people of the doctrinal and ethical principles which should guide the Christian 

in his relation to the world in general and in the matter of amusements in particular, and urges all 
our professors, ministers, elders and Bible-teachers to emphasize those principles in this age of 
prevailing worldliness.  Some of the most important of these principles follow. 
1. The Honor of God requires: 

a. That the Christian's amusements should at the very least not conflict with any 
commandment of God; 

b. That we and our children should be keenly aware, also in our amusements, of our 
covenant relation to God as His peculiar people; 

c. That the Christian shall deem it matter of loyalty to God not to further the interests of 
an institution which is manifestly an instrument of Satan for attack on the Kingdom 
of God. 

2. From the consideration of the Welfare of Man we conclude: 
a. That there is a legitimate place in life for such amusements as are recreative for body 

and mind; 
b. That no physical recreation or mental diversion should be tolerated which is in any 

way or in any degree subversive of our spiritual and moral well-being. 
c. That, even when our amusements are not spiritually or morally harmful, they should 

not be allowed to occupy more than a secondary, subordinate place in life. 
3. The principle of Spiritual Separation from the World: 

a. Does not imply that Christians should form separate communities or should shun all 
association with ungodly men (1 Cor. 5:9ff.); 

b. Forbids friendship in distinction from fellowship with evil men (James 4:4); 
c. Requires that we shun all evil in the world; 
d. Demands a weaning away of the heart from the transient things of the present earthly 

sphere (Col. 3:1, 2). 
4. Christian Liberty: 

a. Consists in freedom from the power of sin; in freedom from the law: its curse, its 
demands as a condition for earning eternal life, its oppressive yoke; and in liberty of 
conscience with reference to human ordinances and things neither prescribed or 
condemned, either directly or indirectly, in the Word of God;  

b. Is limited in its exercise by the law of love (1 Cor. 8:9, 13), the law of self-
preservation (Math. 18:8, 9), and the law of Self-denial, which often requires the 
renunciation of things in themselves lawful. ( Math. 16:24).  

 
II. While several practices are found in our circles which cannot pass the muster of these principles, 

and while all our amusements, not only theater-attendance, dancing, and card playing, should be 
judged in the light of these principles, yet Synod feels constrained to call particular attention to 
this familiar trio.  It greatly deplores the increasing prevalence among us of these forms of 
amusement, urgently warns our members against them. 

 
III. Synod urges all our leaders and all our people to pray and labor for an awakening and deepening 

of spiritual life in general, and to be keenly aware of the absolute indispensability of keeping our 
religious life vital and powerful, through daily prayer, the earnest searching of the Scriptures, and 
through engaging in practical Christian works, which are the best antidote against worldliness. 

 
 



IV. Synod urges all our leaders to warn unceasingly against the prevailing spirit and forms of 
worldliness in order that our Reformed principles in these matters may be reestablished; insists 
that these warnings shall be given not only in preaching, but also in Catechism and Sunday-
School classes, in family-visitation, and in personal contact whenever occasion presents itself; 
and urges that these warnings shall be given also in our school-rooms. 

 
V. Synod reminds Consistories that in nominations for or appointment to positions of responsibility 

in our churches, careful attention should be paid to conduct in the matter of amusements; and 
suggests that also other bodies, such as Boards of Christian Schools, City Missions, etc., heed the 
same matter in appointments. 

 
VI. Synod urges Consistories to deal in the spirit of love yet also, in view of the strong tide of 

worldliness, which is threatening our churches, very firmly with all cases of misdemeanor and 
offensive conduct in the matter of amusements, and, where repeated admonitions by the 
Consistory are left unheeded, to apply discipline as the last resort. 

 
VII. Synod instructs Consistories to inquire of those who ask to be examined previous to making 

public profession of their faith and partaking of the Lord's Supper, as to their stand and conduct in 
the matter of worldly amusements, and if it appears that they are not minded to lead the life of 
Christian separation and consecration, not to permit their public profession. 

 
********** 

 
Acts of Synod 1980 
 

Contemporary dances such as disco present a whole array of features that are sharply in conflict 
with Christian standards.  These features include a blatant sexual suggestiveness, a narcissistic 
orientation, and a use of musical themes that flout Christian values.  Christians will find it difficult to 
redeem these dances and should firmly reject them as they appear in our culture. 

 
********** 

 
First CRC, Orange City Consistory 1989 
 

It cannot be ignored that social dancing as a youth activity tends to inflame the already erotically 
charged atmosphere of our contemporary culture—a culture which in many cases not only condones but 
promotes promiscuity.  Musical rhythms, suggestive lyrics, provocative body movements and the pairing 
of couples in close embrace all tend to excite erotic desire and, subtly or otherwise promote immoral 
thoughts and actions. 

 
********** 

 
Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 109, regarding the seventh commandment 
 
Q. Does God, in this commandment, forbid only such scandalous sins as adultery? 
 
A. We are temples of the Holy Spirit, body and soul, and God wants both to be kept clean and holy.  

That is why he forbids everything which incites unchastity, whether it be actions, looks, talk, 
thoughts or desires. 

 
See also Proverbs 6:20-29; Matthew 5:27-29; 1 Corinthians 15:33 and Ephesians 5:3 


